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Sunday Afternoon Tea 
And 

The Gibson Girl 
A Day in the Life of a New American Woman 

Presented by Juliana Cerra 

Sunday, May 16    Tea Service at 1 pm    Program at 2 pm 

Tickets $15.00   Seating is limited 

Call 810 986-0190 to reserve by May 14 

Treat yourself to a delightful afternoon of tasty food, charming companionship and a 
wonderful program that demonstrates the life of a Gibson Girl circa 1895. 

Modeling accurate reproductions of historic costume, Ms. Cerra reveals the under-
pinnings of both fashion and society. How did women manage everyday tasks? What 

did they wear for different occasions? Why on earth would anyone wear a corset? 
From bloomers to ball gowns, the Gibson Girl represents an engaging overview of the 

styles and etiquette of the late 1890s.  

HERE COMES THE BRIDEHERE COMES THE BRIDEHERE COMES THE BRIDE   
This exhibit of wedding gowns and accessories celebrates This exhibit of wedding gowns and accessories celebrates This exhibit of wedding gowns and accessories celebrates    

the magic of love and commitment that a wedding evokes. the magic of love and commitment that a wedding evokes. the magic of love and commitment that a wedding evokes.    

Everyone wants to see the bride.Everyone wants to see the bride.Everyone wants to see the bride.   

Her dress tells us how she views herself and her world.Her dress tells us how she views herself and her world.Her dress tells us how she views herself and her world.   

A fairy princess, femme fatale, sweet or bold.A fairy princess, femme fatale, sweet or bold.A fairy princess, femme fatale, sweet or bold.   

Satin, Silk, Lace and BeadsSatin, Silk, Lace and BeadsSatin, Silk, Lace and Beads   

   

On display thru June 30, 2010On display thru June 30, 2010On display thru June 30, 2010   



WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU 

Your membership in the Hamburg Township Historical Society makes it possible for us to 
continue our mission of preserving and presenting the history of Hamburg Township thru 
the Hamburg Historical Museum. 

Laureen Koch Mohn                    Pam Hendee                              Patricia Knox 

Steven Meyer                                   Viola Prater                            Brian & Virginia Bell 

Wes Muthig                                       Eleanor Gallup                     Lorraine Fabry 

Marian Hines                                   David & Pam Smith                  Mary Garrett 

Patricia Malyszek                        Adam Bos                                    William & Dolores Pitts 

Carol Baker                                    Lynn Rammler                          Margaret Bowland 

Thelma Dunning                             Larry & Pat Dewolf             Susan & Carl Argiroff 

Frank & Monica Ninteman       Toot Golden                             Iva & Louie Pettit 

Wayne & Lee Burkhardt           Sarah Bennett                        Richard & Cynthia Pine 

Joyce & Jack Terry                      Kevin Nauta                              Jackie & Bill Damm 

Mike & Wallyne Smail                John & Julie Miller               William & Margaret Haller 

Janet Mendler                               Marie Kangas                           Robert Hahn 

Chad & Suzanne Hines               Lynne & Gerald Davis         Lee Moylan 

David Witter                                    Joan Dombrowski              Victoria Moilanen 

Cathy Colone                                  Gladys Hall                             Robert Childers & Jean Russell 

Jeanette Johnson                        Kent Hall                                   Virgil & Connie Garrett 

Pamela LaMaire                             Sandy & Roger Grabczynski 

HAMBURG HISTORY 
This article first appeared in the Livingston Republican, the local newspaper on May 17, 1905. Re-printed 
with permission from the Livingston County Genealogical Society  Spring 2010 newsletter. 

THE GOLDEN WEDDING OF MR. & MRS. JOHN BENNETT 

John Bennett and wife celebrated their golden wedding Saturday, May 12, 1905. On 
May 13, 1855, John W. Bennett and Miss Mina Swiggles were married at the Hamburg 
Hotel. Mr. Bennett has been a continuous resident since he was eight years of age 
with the exception of about nine months during the year 1864 when with some others, 
he crossed the plains with teams and on foot to Pike’s Peak. After peaking over the 
top to see the other side long enough, they hiked back again, feeling like there was no 
place like old Hamburg.  

He has held the office of constable for 49 consecutive years. Nature’s grandeur was 
as sweet and the sun shone as bright fifty years ago which made the day as beautiful 
as it was on May 13, 1905, when about 35 of the relatives gathered at the pleasant 
home of John Bennett and wife to greet them on their golden anniversary. The rela-
tives from out-of-town were Dr. E.K. Bennett and mother, of Detroit; Isaac Bennett; 
Albert Bennett and wife; Mrs. Ary Lumbard of Green Oak; Mr. & Mrs. Cutler of Hast-
ings; Henry Swiggles and wife of Grand Ledge; Miss Cora Aulthouse and Mrs. Jessie 
Shelwin of Hastings; Mrs. Harriett Howlett of Mason; Mrs. Martha Sweet of Ann Ar-
bor; Milton Field and wife and Rush Clark of Green Oak. 

There were invitations sent to some that could not be present, but remembered them 
by letter. A bountiful and sumptuous dinner was served for them at one o’clock. The 
table was set with cut glass, chinaware, silver and gold. The floral decorations 
were beautiful, consisting of carnations and smilax. Rev. Quinn, of Brighton, acted as 
toastmaster, and delivered a very fine address to the occasion. Carrie Dewolf and 
Pauline Royce rendered some very select pieces of music. The presents were beauti-
ful and some very costly, among them being a number of $5 gold pieces.  



 

Our Board members: 

Wayne Burkhardt 

Pat Dewolf 

Toot Golden 

Joyce Terry 

Sarah Bennett 

Suzanne Hines 

Our Volunteers: 

Monica Ninteman 

Carol Baker 

Lynne Davis 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Here Comes the Bride 

Wedding Gowns on Display 

April 10 -June 30 

 

The Gibson Girl and 

Sunday Afternoon Tea 

May 16 1 pm   $15.00 

 

Memorial Day Parade 

Monday May 31 10 am 

 

Hamburg Snippets 

Life in Hamburg Village 

Thursday June 24  7 pm 

 

Summer Saturdays 

History for Kids 

August 7, 14, 21 

 

Hamburg Festival and Railroad Days 

Saturday September 11 

What’s the point of saving history? 

In 1837, just six years after the first settlers arrived in Hamburg, the population in the Township was 490 brave 
souls. By 1900, the population was 876, by 1970 it was 5481 and by 2010 it is 23,655. Except for approxi-
mately 950 current residents, no one else can trace their family history back to those who settled Hamburg in 
1831. For the most part, everyone else came from Detroit and its suburbs. Family history is back in the city-not 
out here. So why should people out here care about preserving Hamburg history? What can it mean to them? 
What is the point of not just saving history, but studying it and learning from it too? 

Personally, I take comfort that those who lived before me had the same problems and concerns, but found so-
lutions and lived their lives so I could live mine. I am connected to something that happened before me and am 
a link in what happens after me. That is my reason for saving history. You may not be interested in helping to 
save Hamburg history. But you might want to consider saving your history. Make a memento box of photos 
and items that belonged to family members. When your child whines about that boring history class, don’t 
agree. History is not just what happened 100 years ago, it’s what happened yesterday. It’s what happened to 
you.  

We are working on more ways to save Hamburg history, including the changes to the newsletter. We have 
mailed this copy out to over 500 people. Because of the cost, we cannot continue to do this. This will be the 
last newsletter you will receive unless you are a member of the Historical Society or donated items to the    
Museum. However, we can send the newsletter via email. Send your email address to:  

suzanne@pendragon-design.com.  

If you would like to join the Historical Society, the application is on the back page of the newsletter. 

              -Suzanne Hines 

                   President Hamburg Historical Society 

So many people have helped make the Museum 
successful. Of special note, at this time of year, is 
Jack Williams. For six years Jack has maintained 
the front lawn of the Museum. Since they live next 
door, he and his wife, Kay, keep an eye on the 
building as well. In fact, one cold night an artificial 
fireplace in a display was left on. Jack saw the 
light, got dressed and peered through the window, 
thinking that there might  be a fire. Needless to 
say, that display is now carefully checked before 
closing the Museum.  Thank you Jack and Kay! 



HAMBURG HISTORICAL 
MUSEUM 

7225 Stone St.  

(Old Library Building) 

Hamburg Village 

P.O. Box 272 

Hamburg, MI  48139 

Open: Weds 4-7 pm 

           Sat   11-3 pm 

AROUND THE MUSEUM 

 HELP PRESERVE AND PRESENT THE HISTORY OF HAMBURG. JOIN THE HAMBURG  HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Name_______________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________________ 

City________________________ State____________ Zip__________ Phone_________________________ 

Annual Dues (please circle choice) 

                        Individual       $15.00           Business                     $40.00 

                        Family                 20.00          Life Membership    $200.00 

                        Student                 2.00         Honorary        70 and over 

Please make check payable to Hamburg Township Historical Society. Mail to PO Box 272 Hamburg, Mi 48139 
or better yet, drop it off at the Museum. We would enjoy your visit. Thank you. 

TEA ROOM 

Looking for a unique place to have your Holiday Party?  Our  Tea Room is avail-
able for your special event. We can serve a tea designed to fit your needs. The Tea 
Room is also available for rent.  Call 810-986-0190 for details. 

GIFT SHOP 

Looking for that unique gift that doesn’t cost much? Check out the Museum 
Gift Shop. We have a variety of wonderful gift items for you and those on 
your list. 
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